
C-CADS: Coastal Climate Adaptation 
Decision Support

The six steps of the C-CADS process

Identify challenges
•	 Determine framing and scope for 

adaptation planning
•	 Set vision and goals
•	 Conduct first-pass risk screening
•	 Get stakeholder and community 

buy-in to action
•	 Establish roles, responsilbities and 

governance
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Assess risks & 
vulnerability 
•	 Determine your vulnerability, 

undertake second or third pass 
risk assessment

•	 	Develop a risk register
•	 Identify and review current 

practices, lead times 
and barriers
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Evaluation options & 
prepare a plan
•	 Establish decision criteria and 

assess acceptable risk
•	 Assess options
•	 Decide timing of actions and 

decisions, based on thresholds and 
lead times (pathways)

•	 Identify monitoring and 
evaluation indicators

•	 Prepare adaptation plan
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Take action
•	 Tackle barriers to action
•	 Decide what to do and when
•	 Find funding and financing 

mechanisms
•	 Build partnerships for action
•	 Implement plan
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Identify options
•	 Use risk register and other’s 

experience to identify options
•	 Work with stakeholders to 

identify options
•	 Consider integrated solutions 

and adaptation pathways.
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Monitor & evaluate
•	 Design an effective 

monitoring and 
evaluation program

•	 Monitor trigger points 
and indicators

•	 Assess whether your plan 
is working

•	 Report to stakeholders 
and community
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C-CADS provides 
guidance and 
support to develop 
and implement 
a climate change 
adaptation plan

Coastal climate change infographic series  
www.coastadapt.com.au


