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What can a database of  
adaptation tell us? 

1)  Baseline data – i.e. a data point from which we 
can measure change (positive or negative) 

2)  Identify leaders and laggards to inform policy 

3)  Evidence of successful adaptation – monitoring, 
reporting and verification 

4)  Identify trends to mal-adaptation  

5)  Evidence of a societal transition, or a series of 
disconnected activity 
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Method 

1)  DEFRA-funded to inform UK adaptation policy framework 

2)  6 sectors: transport, construction, flood management, 
agriculture and forestry, biodiversity and conservation, water 
supply 

3)  Define adaptation: building a/c; implementing actions; 
supporting legislation 

4)  Key words search examples: ‘climate’ ‘adapt’, ‘cope’, 
‘hazard’, ‘disaster’, ‘flood’, ‘drought’, ‘storm’, ‘weather’, 
‘vulnerable’, ‘vulnerability’, ‘exposure’, ‘sensitivity’, ‘adaptive 
capacity’, ‘risk’, ‘adjustment’; ‘environment’, ‘behaviour’, 
‘organisational change’, ‘institution’ and ‘legislation’.  

5)  Annual reports, online info, UKCIP newsletter 
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Outputs 
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What does this mean? 

1)  Government is leading the way (are the private 
sector and CSOs following?) 

2)  We are doing a lot more research and planning 
than acting 

3)  Actual or perceived risk is driving action 

4)  Recognise that sample is biased 
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How robust was this 
analysis? 

1)  Not a random sample, therefore cannot say 
whether this is all the adaptation in these sectors  

2)  Search method – looked for both spontaneous 
and planned adaptation – too broad 

3)  Successful adaptation not pre-defined, nor mal-
adaptation – therefore no estimate of how many 
of these were ‘good’ or ‘bad’ 

4)  Care needed in interpreting results for policy 
work 
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A challenge for the next 
database study 

1)  Pick one sector and define adaptation for that sector 

2)  Clarify sampling methodology, e.g. 1% of registered 
companies in 1 sector 

3)  Determine search document e.g. Annual report 

4)  Determine search terms relating to definition of 
adaptation, e.g. exposure, sensitivity, adaptive 
capacity 

5)  Focus only on planned adaptation – defining exactly 
what is meant to be achieved by adaptation, over what 
time period, and who is the beneficiary 

6)  Be clear about the criteria and thresholds by which to 
evaluate the success of adaptation 
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Conclusions 
1)  Databases are needed for policy guidance (Diana’s 

comment) 

2)  Initial studies provide interesting findings but not 
necessarily generalisable 

3)  Compiling adaptation databases requires choices that  
lead to the propagation of biases 

4)  Biases emerge in: the definition of adaptation, the 
source of data selected, the range of literature 
selected from which to make the search, and the 
sectors or areas searched.  

5)  Investment needed in robust methods to identify 
observed adaptation 


