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Ten years of 
NSW coastal 
policies 

Governments across scales, countries are grappling with 
coastal policies that support coastal social ecological 
systems to be resilient to change. 
 
An important component is the perceptions of the 
community 



Ten years of 
media 
discourse 

 

 Many ways to ‘read’  public opinion 

 News media both reflects and shapes public opinion 

 Highlights themes that are important to the community 

 Investigate patterns which helps inform communication 

 



Research 
objective 

 

Research questions: 

1. What are the main narratives around coastal 
erosion from 2004 – 2014? 

2. How do these narratives foster or hinder coastal 
adaptation? 

3. What are the implication for coastal managers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Research 
methods 

 

 Systematic search of news media articles 

 From 1 January 2004 to September 2014 

 Total 1640 articles: filtered to approx. 500 

 



Article stats 
 
1.  No of articles 
 
2. Who reports 
 
3. Sources 
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Who reports on coastal erosion? 
• State: varied general or specialist (environment reporters) 
• Regions: Local reporters 
• Very few specialists: e.g. opinion pieces (11 or 2%) 

 
Sources quoted in articles 

• Affected local residents 
• Coastal experts – e.g. Bruce Thom, Phil Watson, Angus Lord 
• Politicians – local members of affected areas 
• SCCG - Geoff Withycombe (23 quotes) 

 
  



Article stats 
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Source: Sydney Morning Herald  1/7/2013 



Observations 
about media 
 

 What is reported – critical discourse moments 

 
 Coastal disruption: forecast or actual event 

 
 



Observations 
about media 
 

 What is reported – critical discourse moments 

 
 Government response or action 

 
 



Observations 
about media 
 

 What is reported – critical discourse moments 

 
 Policy change: mooted or real   



Observations 
about media 
 

 What is reported – critical discourse moments 

 
II. People affected by coastal disruption or policy 
   



Observations 
about discourse 
 
- Slow shifts 

 

1. A slow shift in the grand narrative 
i. Subtle language shifts 
ii. From local events to global context 
iii. Short terms versus long term thinking? 

 

 



Research 
significance 

 Themes that are important for the community: 
 The future – retirement dreams, children, family, 

continuity 
 Sense of place 
 Sense of identity 

 
 The rules & practicalities – how will policies work? 
 Justice, fairness, who is affected, who pays, who decides 



Lessons 
 Better understanding of how coastal issues are 

reported and portrayed can improve communication 
processes 

 Fostering relationships with journalists 
 Understanding media cycle – preparation 
 Training spokespeople 

 

Knowing what is important to the community may help 
frame messages about coastal adaptation 

 

 

 



Questions? 
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