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How long can we hold back the 
tide of climate change? 
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How long can we hold back the tide                 
of climate change? 

• How climate change may benefit sugar 
cane production 

• Challenges we face as sugar cane 
growers 

• What we’re doing about it: innovation in 
the industry  
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Ground surface 0.5-0.75 m above sea level 
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Dry periods 

We’ve just experienced the driest December  
March in over 100 years 
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Innovative practices 
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Innovative practices Using the headland for water storage 
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Drains and mole drains 
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Automatic pumps 

For every centimetre of sea-level rise, it’s 
another 10 Olympic swimming pools’ of 
water to pump off the farm 
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Dealing with dry weather 
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So, how long can we hold back the tide                 
of climate change? 

• There is about 1,000,000 hectares of 
sugar cane growing globally below        
1-metre AHD 

• This will all be affected by climate 
change and sea-level rise 

• There’s also about a billion people living 
in those projected affected areas as well 
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So, how long can we hold back the tide                 
of climate change? 

• Based on the projections for sea-level 
rise, 

• In 30 years, we will have no natural 
drainage at all 

• We’ll be in the same position as the 
Dutch, pumping off every single drop of 
water that comes onto the farm 
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                                         Any Question 
                                      rgquirk@bigpond.com 
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